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ECOVAST-ovci za Hrvatsku

Izvan, ili iza, “sluzbenog” angazmana, kojim se ECOVAST
zalagao za Hrvatsku svojim medunarodnim ugledom kao ne-
vladina organizacija, stoji barem jednako tako velik ulog
pojedinaca. U svakom slucaju tu je bila dobra volja i spremnost
pojedinih ¢lanova predsjednistva i izvrsnog odbora, Sa Jean-
Pierreom Dichterom, tadasnjim predsjednikom, i Michelom
Dowerom, potpredsjednikom, postojala je u tijeku svih onih
najlezih mjeseci rata 1991, gotovo neprekinuta telefonska i fax
“linija” radi izmjene informacija i koordiniranja akcija.

Najosobnije 1 najsvestranije bilo je nesumnjivo djelovanje
Jane Wade i Johna Sella, koji su kao uvazeni savjetnici za
arhitekturu i njezino ocuvanje profesionalno bili mozda naj-
motiviraniji, premda svi mi jako dobro znamo da je njihova
moralna motivacija bila mnogo dublja. 1z vlastite pobude, iz
humanizma, pokrenuli su sastavljanje peticije za oCuvanje
svjetske arhitektonske bastine Dubrovnika, koju su potpisali
vodeci arhitekti Velike Britanije, njih Sezdeset. Rukom pisanu
peticiju prilozili su apelu za povijesnu bastinu kojim su se
osobno obratili generalu Kadijevicu, predsjednicimarepublika
Hrvatske i Srbije dr. Franji Tudmanu i Slobodanu Milosevicu.
Njihov apel za Dubrovnik jugoslavenskom ambasadoru u
Londonu supotpisali su vodeci ¢lanovi ECOVAST-a iz cijelog
svijeta. No jo§ je vaznije da se njihovi napori nisu iscrpili
apelima. Stalnim napisima u dnevnom i stru¢nom tisku (The
Independentu, The Timesu, ili Building Designu, naj¢itanijem
engleskom strucnom casopisu za arhitekturu) hrabro su se
pridruzili malobrojnim nasim zagovornicima Sireci istinu o
Hrvatskoj. Nisu ih pokolebale ni prijetnje koje su neizostavno
morale uslijediti. Na prvu vijest o bombardiranju Zagreba, 7.
listopada, javili sunam se u Institut zatrazivsi podrobne podat-
ke o Stetama, Sto su odmah i objavili. I na kraju, ¢im su se¢ za to
stvorile okolnosti, u srpnju 1992, odazvali su se naSem pozivu
da posjete Hrvatsku. TroSkove puta i boravka pomogli su
namiriti British Council i Ministarstvo kulture Republike Hr-
vatske. Bez straha su nam se pridruzili u obilasku ratom
razorenih krajeva istocne Slavonije, dok se jos mir na tim
prostorima nije potpuno ustalio, doSavsi s nama do prvih
obrambenih linija u NuStru. I jo$ nesto. Saznali smo da su
njihova brojna izlaganja o ratnim razaranjima u Hrvatskoj
nakon povratka u Englesku polucila snazne reakcije u stru¢nim
krugovima, i to prije svega nepristranom uvjerljivoscu i auten-
ticnom dokumentirano$cu, Kad bi svaka institucija imala samo
jednog prijatelja poput Jane i Johna - Hrvatska ne bi trebala
brinuti 0 svom statusu u svijetu. Hvala im!
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Members of ECOVAST for Croatia

Beside or behind the “official™ commitment to Croatia of ECO-
VAST as a prestigious, non-governmental organisation, an equal-
Iy large part is being plaved by individuals. There was in any case
eood will and readiness to help on the part of individual members
of the presidency and the executive committee. Throughout all
those most difficult months of the war in 1991 . almost uninterrupt-
ed contact by telephone and “fax” was maintained with Jean-
Pierre Dichter, chairman at the time, and with Michel Dower,
vice-chairman, with the aim of exchanging information and co-
ordinating action.

Undoubtedly the greatest personal commitment and the most
diverse activity must be credited to Jane Wade and John Sell, who
as highly respected consultants on architecture and its conserva-
tion were professionally most strongly motivated; we well know,
however, that their moral commitment was even more profound.
On their own initiative, from purely humanitarian motives, they
launched a petition in support of the preservation of the world's
architectural heritage which was signed by leading British archi-
tects, some sixty in number. The handwritten petition was enclosed
with an appeal on behalf of this historical legacy addressed
personally to General Kadijevic and to the Presidents of the
Republics of Croatia and Serbia, Dr Franjo Tudman and Slo-
bodan Milosevic. Their appeal for Dubrovnik submitted to the
Yugoslav Ambassador in London was signed by leading members
of ECOVAST throughout the world. Still more important, howey-
er, was the fact that their efforts were not restricted to such
appeals. With frequent articles in the daily press and in profes-
sional journals (The Independent, The Times, or Building Design,
the most widley read English architectural journal) they had the
courage to join the small number of our supporters in spreading
the truth about Croatia. They were not intimidated by the threats
that were inevitably bound to follow. When the first news of the
bombing of Zagreb came on 7 October, they contacted us at the
Institute, seeking detailed information abowt the damage and
immediately making it public. And finally, as soon as circumstan-
ces permitted, in July 1992, they responded to our invitation to
visit Croatia. The British Council and Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Croatia assisted in the payment of travel and mainte-
nance expenses. They fearlessly accompanied us on a tour of the
war-damaged districts of Eastern Slavonia, joining us in a visit to
the front line at Nustar. We have learned that their numerous
accounts of war damage in Croatia given after their return to
England evoked a powerful reaction in professional circles,
especially on account of their impartial plausibility and their
authentic documentary evidence. If every institution had only one
single Friend like Jane and John - Croatia would have no need to
worry about her status in the world. Qur thanks go to them!

119



Akcije ECOVAST-a

Rad. Inst. povij. umjet. 17/1993. br. | (114-123)

18718 @1 10:13

- LU TRHELLLY SELL WADE POSTIN <ae [AST v POV 2NN

SELL:WADE+POSTINS
Archiiecis & s ® Coajalianiti
Pard @ Garden Fassvrvarion

Cawpnliansi

Remr

iee wGene @eTialisee

Hiskac Fapa Aoldviss Group
g

We ave concwied at B comtlpus
of e Mitkone monwments of Cro

ML %Ak PORTIN eee IRST.F4 POV PRas 2oy

Octtber M 199,

Adpriction
fo. and

President of Socialist Republic of 13th October, 1991 -':‘U- Wntd Hewbags §obus of Dubnnak
e #C0V/1/38 Qud e Plitviec Laduc , We cud fe
m;r Venac 1 Slav Pederal and M nrzlvgd taa
11000 c.m et B ayveid dem rh..r.j:u.l—ny_,
Yugoslavia hacks L‘?« ;Zm-ww

Dear Prasident Milosevic
& & Lawv

I enclose a copy of a petition signed by leading
architects and architectural historians in the United

afj 74 ibubr»—m'k

%—a’ ”P@&NMM

S

Pobbtinl  todorten

Eopl 2Bl Do,

Site of . titien has l!.notbnut:i_:lnt t:r- £ e
idant of C\' ! and to tha Fede 1
Dut::o:::. MegRACHRE e i R H"![ . Lm;:lLf;sTm«u H,.
I am in contact with membars of tha European Council for ]""l GJL Py cabon e
the Village mnd Small Town (ECOVAST) in your country whe Athvitzda, ol M-
ars kesping we informed of the damage caused to historic { um
monuments and we are osing this information in our uf L
contacts with journalista in the United Kingdeom. _ﬂ‘_a-j JJ,*J_J N”L““_
It ia our view that, before historic monuments can be @56’;\
considered to b safa, there does have to be a stablae « M
political situstion. In our view this cannot happen Lif "“—
parts of Croatian territery have been forcibly annexed I-"I[d'}—f_. ad\m H“Sﬂ
by Serbla or If Serbs, or othar minorities within
Croatia, feel insecure or poverlass. PRV PR ~ T Z.. , eAmo=s
"Eh_m,J A&\MJ\ f\\.u..,&_..lm.q b-m\m,_"__

Yours sincerely,

b e, Alfg-xl.m C‘\fnc

\-k-wq»akm

ﬁfumhfis“ LR——N{"

ey Orudia, by et Mq: v Ghh
1% s # 1 R - CESRTRRILTY SELL ®ADE POSTIN oo JIONT Ea POV FSaX oo
Q 8 s ety Bl
“Tinn Burdaguen Puduracr
Mits A< Jown plmeice /"
Ao oad T Cad blea Lan —
Suiham Gt h.rh: Dhraiunm, Hihe for bldioge guey
Fonlonle, Altldmng Drrs _pallomss mar
J he — Adites
Jm- Bginans
HvoD
‘ E{%ﬁb Suvnseg o
At
Sof, Rett A
%_ By
Cortoai Cdiss
- kit
W '
o MG LA
b
kM. ."‘ -

by MR ]

('mn-(w..fum Cmsdiant™
Biltr |

M‘L:tz:\' .
bt

Pismo Johna Sella i Jane Wade srpskom predsjedniku Slobodanu
Milosevicu s peticijom Drustva za zastitu povijesne arhitekture
Velike Britanije.

A letter from John Sell and Jane Wade to the Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic accompanying a petition from the Society for
the Protection of Ancient Monuments (Great Britain).
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His Excellsncy The Yugoslav Ambassador 28th Octobar, 1991
The Yugoalav Lmuy DUBROV /1 /35
London

wa

Fax: o7L 370 A8

Dmar Sir,
Dubrevnik

Wa are appalled thet the historlc eity of Dubrownik le
peing used to blackmall its people into surrendar.

pubrevnik ! not of milltary significance, lt does not
contain a large minerity population, it ham never bean
part of Serbim or Montenegro - ite peopla should not be
auked to avacuats it #o that it can be ‘llberated’.
Liborated from what? Surely, all the people of the city
want is to ba libarated from thrsats by the Yugoslav

army and navy.

pubrovnik is ons of tha moat beautlful cities in Europe,
and ln that sense it belongs to all the people of
Burope. As a World Heritage site the city belongs to all
the pla of the world therafore the Yugoslav arzy has
na rf;:: to destroy it for ite own short-sighted alass.
Thare sust be peopla within the army and the fade
government who have a bigger vision and who appreclate
its ancient Dalmatian culture.

We would like to smee a declaration the Yugoslav
Feople’s Army that it will immediately cease its
offensive agninst the clty and will desist fros any
action that would damage the historic oley.

would you please convey this message to the Zederal
authorities as a matter of urgency.

Youre talenfully,

John Sell and June Wade
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Jean-Plerre Dichter Luxembourg
Michael Dower England
Michael Nightingalae England
Philip Venning England
Robert Vaenturl USA
Denise Scott-Brown UsSA
Fowler Germany
Bernard Mignon Balglum
M. Guyon France
Suzanne Thibal France
Hartin England
Philip Moel-Baker Greece
Andras Roman
Tim Tatton Brown England
Moragh Shaffrey Eire
Cary Carson usa
M. - Swedan
Rebecca usA
Borim Brkovic England
Ray Pahl England
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19th Scptember, 1991
MI8-2/11/33

The Editor

Timas Newspapara Ltd
1 virginia Stroet
London El

Dear sir,

Over the last few wooks we bave been in frequent contact with
a friend and colleaguae in tha town of Patrinja in Southern
Croatia. Daver Salopak im an architect working in his own
office with « mixed Crostian and Serbisn staff. He has been
rasponsibla avar tha last few yesarw for the restoration of
many of the historic bulldinge of his region ilncl

beaotirful timber houses in tha villages.

He dascribed to us the destruction in hnd around Petrinjs
which in his woras is "not war but vandalis=™. On the and
September Croatian forces deliberately left the town as they
bad no defence against tha tanks ranged against tham; two
Tanks entered the town and shelled the centre for one and a
half hourm destroying the tower of the léth century barogue
church and damaging many other bulldings including his own
offica and housa,laavi him with no place of work and no
nome. Siwty mix catholic churches and two orthodox churchas
are jnown to have baan dastrayed in croatia.

On a recent vislt to Yugoslavia we visited the village af
Brest; a wonderful village of traditional timber houses along
tha banks of the Fupa rivar. This dafenceloss viliage has
been bonbed and damsged. The hill village of Hrastovica im
one of betweon 10 and 20 traditional villages complately
dustroyed.

Much of the destruction scoms to be sotivated as an attack on
Croatian aymbols rather than for military reasona. Tha

h and Y &t Top have been destroyed: the
archbishop’s palace and the musoum at Diatovs ware attaoked
yestardayr the medieval cathedrsl at 3 ik had besn
shallmd. 10 himtoric towns hove boen seriously damsged. In
our opinion, bowever unwise some of the early actlons and
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Gtatemnnts of the Croatian govarnmeant, sothing justifies the

war being waged net Croatia or tha destruction of ita

small towns and villages. It im worth pointing out that no

destruction has taken place outside Lhe borders of Croatia.
Vobn Sel

Chairman

Hural Archivecture working Group
of tha Furopean Councll for the Villsge and

Yours sinceraly

Jane_Wada

Rapportour
fural Architecture Worklng Grou
(ReovAST) g

SELLWADE-POSTINS

Apel Johna Sella i Jane Wade za Dubrovnik s potpisima ¢lanova
ECOVAST-a upucen jugoslavenskom ambasadoru u Londonu.

An appeal for Dubrovnik by John Sell and Jane Wade, with signa-
tures of members of ECOVAST, addressed to the Yugoslav Ambas-
sador in London.

Pismo Johna Sella i Jane Wade izdavacu Times Newspapers Lid
u Londonu.

A letter by John Sell and Jane Wade to the publisher,

Times Newspapers Ltd, London.




